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(ii) The National Forest System com-
prises about 188 million acres of land in 
the National Forests, National Grass-
lands, and other areas which have been 
transferred to the Forest Service for 
administration. On these public lands: 

(A) Forestry methods are applied in 
growing and harvesting timber, 

(B) Forage is scientifically managed 
for the use of domestic livestock whose 
numbers are kept in balance with the 
carrying capacity of the range, 

(C) Wildlife habitat and species are 
managed, 

(D) Watersheds are managed to safe-
guard the water supply and stabilize 
streamflow, 

(E) Recreation resources are man-
aged for public enjoyment and benefit, 

(F) Many forms of land and resource 
use are granted under permit or lease, 
and 

(G) Physical and resource improve-
ments needed to develop, protect, and 
use all resources are built and main-
tained. 

(3) Cooperative forestry. The Forest 
Service carries out cooperative for-
estry programs for public benefit 
through programs initiated by State, 
county, and other Federal agencies in 
accordance with the Cooperative For-
estry Assistance Act of July 1, 1978 (16 
U.S.C. 2101–2111). These programs are 
directed at the protection, develop-
ment, and sustained production of all 
forestry resources, both public and pri-
vate. 

(4) Forest research. The Forest Service 
conducts research on problems involv-
ing protection, development, manage-
ment, renewal, and continuous use of 
all resources, products, values, and 
services of forest lands in accordance 
with the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Research Act of June 
30, 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1641–1647). Research is 
conducted on: 

(i) Forest and range management, in-
cluding the five basic resources of tim-
ber, forest soil and water, range forage, 
wildlife and fish habitat, and forest 
recreation, 

(ii) Forest protection from fire, in-
sects, and disease, 

(iii) Forest products and engineering, 
and 

(iv) Forest resource economics in-
cluding forest survey, forest econom-
ics, and forest products marketing. 

[44 FR 37505, June 27, 1979] 

§ 200.4 Administrative issuances. 

(a) The regulations of the Secretary 
of Agriculture governing the protec-
tion and administration of National 
Forest System lands and other pro-
grams of the Forest Service are set 
forth in Chapter 2 of Title 36 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(b) Administrative policy, procedure, 
and guidance to Forest Service em-
ployees for the conduct of Forest Serv-
ice activities are issued as directives, 
or through correspondence, by the of-
fice of the Chief of the Forest Service 
and by the field officers listed in § 200.2. 

(1) Directives are issued through the 
Forest Service Directive System, 
which is comprised of the Forest Serv-
ice Manual and related Forest Service 
Handbooks. The Directive System codi-
fies the agency’s policy, practice, and 
procedure affecting more than one unit 
and the delegations of continuing au-
thority and assignment of continuing 
responsibilities; serves as the primary 
administrative basis for the internal 
management and control of all pro-
grams; and is the primary source of ad-
ministrative direction to Forest Serv-
ice employees. 

(2) In contrast to direction issued 
through the Directive System, guid-
ance issued to one or more organiza-
tional units through letters and memo-
randa relate to decisions or interpreta-
tions on specific activities, cases, or in-
cidents or to other matters of agency 
business, especially those matters of 
short-term duration or immediate in-
terest. 

(c) Forest Service Directive System 
issuances are published under dele-
gated authority as follows: 

(1) The Forest Service Manual and 
Forest Service Handbook issuances to 
all Forest Service units are published 
by the Office of the Chief. 

(2) Forest Service Manual and Forest 
Service Handbook issuances may be 
supplemented as needed for field office 
use by a Regional Forester, a Regional 
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Special Agent in Charge of Law En-
forcement and Investigations, a Re-
search Station Director, the Inter-
national Institute for Tropical For-
estry Director, the Area Director, or a 
Forest Supervisor. 

(d) Guidance issued through letters 
and memoranda must be issued in ac-
cordance with signing authorities dele-
gated through issuances to the Forest 
Service Directive System. 

(e) An alphabetical index of the con-
tents of the Forest Service Manual and 
related Forest Service Handbooks is 
published in Forest Service Handbook 
1109.12, Directive System Handbook. 
The index contains a listing of all Se-
ries, Titles, and Chapters in the Forest 
Service Manual and a listing of all For-
est Service Handbooks in the Directive 
System. 

(f) Forest Service Handbook 6209.11, 
Records Management Handbook, out-
lines and indexes the filing system for 
all correspondence and other records. 

(g) Forms and reports used by the 
agency are listed in, and instructions 
for their use are issued throughout, the 
Forest Service Directive System and 
are collated in Forest Service Hand-
book 1309.14, Information Require-
ments Handbook. 

[62 FR 33367, June 19, 1997, as amended at 74 
FR 19143, Apr. 28, 2009] 

§ 200.5 Indexes. 
Publication of the indexes described 

in § 200.4 is deemed both unnecessary 
and impractical because of the large 
volume of material involved. However, 
copies of the indexes are available for 
public review in the Forest Service 
headquarters office in Washington, DC, 
and at field offices listed under 
§ 200.2(d). The Forest Service will pro-
vide copies of any index upon request 
at a cost not to exceed the direct cost 
of duplication. 

[40 FR 12790, Mar. 21, 1975. Redesignated at 62 
FR 13540, Mar. 21, 1997] 

§ 200.6 Information available; inspec-
tion, copying, and charges. 

(a) In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) 
and 7 CFR 1.2, the Forest Service shall 
make available for public inspection 
and copying all published or unpub-
lished directives, forms, records, and 

final opinions, including concurring or 
dissenting opinions and orders made in 
the adjudication of cases. Charges for 
information requested from the Forest 
Service are set out in paragraph (d) of 
this section and vary according to the 
type of information requested. 

(b) Information made available pur-
suant to paragraph (a) of this section 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Chief, or the office of any Regional 
Forester, Research Station Director, 
Area Director, Institute Director, For-
est Supervisor, or District Ranger. The 
addresses of these offices are set forth 
in §§ 200.1 and 200.2. Forest Service per-
sonnel at these offices will assist mem-
bers of the public seeking Forest Serv-
ice records. However, Research Station 
and Institute Directors and District 
Rangers may not have all volumes of 
the Forest Service Manual and Hand-
books. When the information requested 
is not available at a given location, the 
personnel where the request is received 
will direct the requester to another of-
fice where the information may be ob-
tained. 

(c) Inspection and copying avail-
ability is as follows: 

(1) Facilities for inspection and copy-
ing are available at the offices listed in 
§§ 200.1 and 200.2, during established of-
fice hours for the particular location, 
usually 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Copying facilities may 
not be available at all Forest Service 
offices. 

(2) Requesters for information may 
make copies of available information 
without charge if they elect to bring 
their own copy equipment to the appro-
priate offices listed in §§ 200.1 and 200.2. 

(3) Requesters should make prior ar-
rangements for using agency copying 
facilities or for bringing in copying 
equipment and, in the later case, 
should get advance approval from the 
office. 

(d) Any request for information pur-
suant to the provisions of the Freedom 
of Information Act must be submitted 
in accordance with §§ 200.7 and 200.8. 
The Forest Service charges a fee for 
copies of records not generally made 
available to the public but released 
pursuant to a FOIA request in accord-
ance with a schedule of fees established 
by the Department of Agriculture at 7 
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